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Determinism, Essentialism, Social Construction: 
Uncovering the Jew's Space 
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Iiow Jmvs emerged ~ ' T O I I I  ~ I I I .  "al~tc.tl>" uf Eastern f?urope: 
traveled to thc* g1ic:ttoc~s 01' Nctu. )'clrl\ City: ant1 ulti~nately 
niigrattd to 1111- s111wrI)s 01' I I I ; I .~ I I~  I I ~ ~ I ; I I I  ce~~ters .  s11(:1i as Nvw 
)'orl;, Chicago ki1111 l.n> !\r~p:Ic?s. 'l'l~is ' . I ~ I ~ I I : ~ I I I ~ I I ~ ~ I "  discourse. 
\&ch rcac:lwd its r;ltlic.al i111c1 I I I I I I I O ~ I I I I Y  I : O I I ( ~ I I S ~ ~ I I  wit11 \Id .. . . 
Hrctoli's images 01' "Jt.\vs i l l  Sl~ar:c.. 13 1111.a11al1lt. ol' articulating 
thct c:or~~l~lesity ol' class tlil'l;w~~c.v. a l l t i -aer i~~~i la t io~~ crl'li~rts and 
other cc>urite:r-tlotc:~.r~~ir~il( I I I O ~ I - I I I ~ X I ~ ~  u.it11i11 .IrwisI1-t\11i~ri1:311 

cwu~~ines  aonlr I I I ' I I I I .  I I ~ I I ~ I ~ I * I I I . -  i l l  tlw r~ . l t r c . s~~~~ta t i e~~~e  ol'.lc:\vi.;l~ 
iclcr~tity withi11 tl~cx \vritir~? a1111 worL I I I '  arc41itc.rt.s who tr1ai111t:tl 
o\vntrsl~ip to its ~ . \ l~ lo ra l io~~ .  111 I I ~ I I I ~ I ' I I ~ ~ I ~ .  I wo11le1 like to 
e s a ~ u i ~ i r  11trw 1tcyi1111ing i n  1111: 1~1r1y I OIIOC. I'~tt:r 11isc:11111:111 a ~ i d  
his (.ritics (a11d l i c w  \vtb 1 1 1 1 1 ~ 1  alho n~cwtion 1111- related 
esploratior~s Ily I h ~ ~ i c i l  I ,il~t~sl\i~~tl ar~tl Stallley 'I'igc:rr~~ar~). re- 
I-xarnined ".le\vislr~~c.>r" i r ~  ar~*I~itc*c~t~~ral  cIis~!o~~rst~ ~ I I C I  IIOU. 
their discourse- c r~ l~a r~cwl  c:c.rtai~~ c.sw~tialist pc~sitions - ir~tra- 

tion. 111 an ebae~ltialist 11o4tio11. "ol~jtv.ti\~c." lal~c-Is Ic~r poups arc 
de\-eIopd tIiro11g11 ~ I ~ ~ S I I I I I : I I I I ~  >~-icv~tiIic we;in>. I j i o l i ~ p  and. in 
part. p > y : l ~ o l o ~ ~  arc scrrl ;IS 1111. t lv tc . r~~~i~~ants  of- ~ I I  tlw case of 
ollr analysis - a  '*Jtwisl~ I I I ~ I I ( ~ - > ~ * ~ . * '  a **,]~wisl~ S V I I S ~ ~  of s11atiaI 
esperience-- t l~a t  c:lllcvy:s I'ro111 1114: 1111ysi(-i1l ;md psycliologic:al 
state of --.lcwis1111tvs... t\ soc-ial I . I I I I > I ~ I I I . ~ ~ I I I I  111ocIr1, O I I  t11r o t l ~ r r  
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In thv I C)HOb. r'eter 13sen111a11 ellgaged this carl! tliscwurhe to 
c ~ ~ n t r o l  it horn witliir~ a> ;I I b m ~  ol' self-iclel~tificatior~ i r ~  

Tlw asscwiations described by Joncas 1)eranw t l ~ c  clo~r~irlant 
e .o~r~truct io~~ of Jewis11 ide~rtity i n  arcldecture in the IOOO's. 
particularly in the prac.tic.cs of I i se r~ i r~a r~ ,  and in part Dar~icl 
L i h c s k i d  Stanley Tigermall. a l ~ d  Frank Cehr!. Both f:istwrr~ar~ 
a11t1 I,il)eski~~d. two of the most artivca c\plorer- ol' tlw role of 
Jewisll identity in creating a progressive architecture, relit4 err 

~ io t ior~s  01 Jt~\visi~neas - chaob. absence, ua~~elc~rir~yo, I I I I - ~ I ~ I I I ~ ~ ~  

do~rieatic lives - to fuel I;~nnal e\ploratior~a that gappletl with 
the I~istorica stereotype>. 

Tlrc:sc architects were not aloric ill t h i r l ~ i r ~ g  t l ~ c  stereolypc as a 
tool to exami~ie t h i r  itl~ntitic!~. 'l'l~e qneer ~liovernerit and 
"Grrl" n~owments  claimed latlcls such a* dyke. butch and sissy 
that r r d o  tllerr~ deviant. as terms to rally arn~rl~tl. E L a  *I I ~ I I I B ~ I .  

1,ibeskind. a r ~ d  Tigerl~iai~ rilay rrot l~avc! I I ~ W I  directly il~vol;illg 
tlies~? rrloverrlcllts, but as participants in juurnals s11c:11 as 
O~IO~JPI. .  wl~ic:Ii prrl~list~etl the work of these poups. they would 
I~avc: Iwer~ mvare of the emerging diacoursc. 

Eisc:li~ria~~'s "public" (sic:. "l~~~l~lisl~c:tl") c~splc~ratior~ of his 
Jewisli itlerrtity hrgarr i r ~  t l~ r  carly 1980's in interviews with 
Leo11 1irit:r a11c1 C11arltbs Jtw(-ks respectively, where lie began to 
ir~trocluce his arcldtectural theories as c:r~rcrgir~g 1I.or11 11is 
I~istoly as a .lew. hi an i11tervic:w  wid^ Kricrr. I k = r ~ n ~ a r l  dain~etl  
t l ~ i ~ l  Ilia awrsion to classicism crnerged fro111 t / ~ r  faclt t11:1t '*;IS a 
Jew and all outsider 1 Irave r1c:vc.r 1.11 part of the classical world .,; . . .  

Wl~ilr  Eise~unan had 11ee11 rsplorirlg tlw 111enle of arcllitecti~rnl 
ot111:r11c:ss I I I I I ~ I I  earlier. clainiing its prescrlc:c: in arc:Iiitti.c:tu~~al 
sl~at:tl I'rorr~ I'alladio to 'Tenagni. =udclenly lie \\*a+: r~iajiir~g D I I  

organir claim as to its origins as it related to some essential 
asp"" (of Iiis identity. I r i  Iris interview, of u 4 d 1  this section was 
sul14tled. '.The Jew a rd  Outsider in Us." .le~icks prohetl tlic- 

r . . . I he rcrn~l)arisorl 11etwt:cm Allcw ar~tl Eisenlnan is a surprlslngly 
I I O \ \ W ~ I I I  o w  lor examining the problem:: of' essentialist 
t11i11kir1~. 111 his writings. Sander Ci1ma11 lias ofte~i (1escriI)td 
liow stwrotypc?~ are reinforced from within members of a 
'-lal~clatl" groull as a way to understalid their grograpliic and 
cultural situation. Yet. a?; Gilrnarr pc~ir~ts oi~t. 11ec:uu-e tile lalwl 
it>t!ll' is not critically examined - in this case. \\.itIiin Eise~i~narl 's 
work. or for tliat matter . je~~clis-other p r o l ~ l e ~ r ~ s  quiddy en- 
SUP.' 

For r r ~ r ~ y  t:o~ltenlporaly thinkers that explore J m i s h  identity 
the irriagc!s of all " u r ~ l ~ o ~ ~ ~ e l y "  .Iewi;l~ tlorilectic- cxperiwcr that 
permeates the lilrn?; ol' !\ller~ a rd  Jtwisli i'arr~ily tclevisic~r~ 
tlrarrlas are deeply I~rol~le~nat ic?  .-!\rinie Hall." '-RIanliattan" 
ant1 c) t  l ~ e r  \vorlis present p a r a d i p s  that llialiy Jewish thililiers 
gra~q)It* wit11 and overcome. 1-es. some homes are slieriated, 1)ut 
.-\lle~l, ar~tl i n  this case. Eisen~nan. describe this unliomeliricss 
as a i~ r l ivv rd  experience that gets at '-the Jew in a n  of us." I11 

riun1eroils \vorks, f iser~rr~an :md .U~II align their c1ir;coursei of 
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, . I he problelns are morv c\agp~ratc~tl i l l  ;I r c \~ i tv  ill  the Nr\v 
YorL 'I'irnes wittell terl yt*ar$ aftrbr t l ~ t '  . l e~~~.I ih  arid Eisenl~iar~ 
interview. In " t \ r r l~ i twt~~n:  of I,igl~t ar~tl I<e~~ie~i~bera~ic-e" tllc 
arcllitecture critic Ilerbrrt \ I I I ~ I ~ I I I ~ I  explored tlic ~iaturc ol' 

P e r h a p  inost t r o ~ ~ l ~ l i n g  is tllat this artitdt. asst~ciatcs eniergirlg 
tec:hnologic~ wit11 .Icwi41 c.xl~oricwc.v. a1111 i n  this \+*a!. e>tahlislicz 
ne\\. stertv)tvpc~-. In rc-fvrtw-I. to I ~ ~ I I I I ~ I I ' S  al~orted .Ie\\,i>h 
\ I I I S ~ I I I I I  for Sari I:rat~ri:w - ;IIIII its t+ctrcmir fwaclc. (a 

Artic:It~s, st1141 as [ I I I -  o w  11y lI(~rl)c-rt \ ' I I I S C ~ I ; I I I I ~ I .  i1111iI)it  t11e 
critical aspects 01' idmtity politic.s wl~ilt. t : l a i ~ ~ ~ i l ~ g  to represellt 
ard s ~ ~ p l ~ o r t  i~lcwtity iss~ws. I t  is I I I C  no ti or^ 01' t l ~ e  .le\v as 
umiclerer. as otl~c-r. a rd  as all a1it.n i n  Ilia O W I I  dol~~ost i r  
s u r r o u r ~ d i t ~ ~ ~  - i ~ ~ t r t ~ t l u c ~ ~ ~ t l  i r ~  t l ~ t r  ctarlit.st arc:l~itt:t.~u~~nl history - 
that r1111st h t ~  ~ w ~ ~ ~ t e r e t l .  !\ri.l~it~.(:tb i~~tcwsti'cl i n  cxploring their 
spatial iclrwtitit.s. or arrl~itvt.t? il~ttwstcd i r ~  c.o~~iplicatir~,v tlw 

In her project .'l,il;. Hlootl." t ~ \ l ~ i l ~ i t c v l  i l l  1004 at tlrc Ju( la l~  1,. 
\Iapca> \ I ~ I ~ P U I I I  in Ilc~rL141~\. ~ h l i f o r ~ ~ i a .  Racd1t4 Schreiber 
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:\ctual Iriator:lc:al spaces s~icli as the ~i~ilivatt rrray be a place for 

art:lritrcts to re-emlnine Jewish spatial iclmtity. l'he niil\7iah is a 

I'ascil~ating spatial object in this cLra of ecological a\wrrrlc-ss. 
7 3 1 Ile rtiikvali is pretlicat~:tl ort tlte use of pure p o u t ~ t l  watw i n  
ortkr lo "puriff'  the marl ant1 woman alike. (cor~trary to most 

assirrt~ptions. mikvahs urc also r w d  111' rt~en). Thr ~nili\:ah is 

also a fasc:inatinp space for discussion i n  an ape 01' Ii:rnir~ist 

activistn. I t  is ~itr~ultaneously a spacr assor:iatecl with freetlom 

3rd o p p r ~ s s i o ~ ~  - wonleu congregate in tl~rtir, 11ut sorrle I~eliei-el 

won~cri are also unduly pressured to trse tlre~rt to "purify" 

~ltett~sc~lves after each tnenstrual cylc .  

1 wit.11 10 thank Sander (I;illnan. \liriarrt C;~rse\ich. Christian 

Zal~atlia wlio re\ievetl t1ii.i a~t t l  provided helpful cwn- 

merits. 

: ~ c ~ I r i t r ~ ~ t t r r t ~ .  3s Ira' III-IW ~nert~ir~i~ed uiany tinrrr. is A prof~-esiot~ I I I ~ I I  lias IICCII 
rlor~rir~atrd by wl i i t~ .  clit~.r. at  I ~ I I I ~ . - .  11, ttv point nf gn..rt r\cl~~ei\ity. The 

K~*\.~v~l~c.lr>r. i I~elieve tha t  the rl~w~~lopr~lrr~t <~t'Je\\-ish icltwtity i t r  i~rrhi~rrtur~: 
I I ~ S  I Y ; I ~  to rvolvr. 11wnniirr~ ii~rcw~plete and stiili~. 

. ' * '~ :~ I~~I I I I~ I I~ ]  lhr~Ir=h [i;rrenbrrgI and C n ~ n p t ~ y , "  Yargaret Olin in Ton 
kr~rivh:' Chcrlltwgirrg Trcrdirir~t~nl Irlrrzriric~.~, Ntmrtan lilrrblat~ rtlitor. The 

Lt-nn I\ricr as ql~oted by Cl~arlr; Jrnrks in "Petcr Liwnn~a~r: AII  .-\r14hwural 
I)~iigr~ Intrwivn Ir! Cl~arlrs Jrnclia- in Drewrsmrrriorr in .Irr.hilrcitrrc. 
Architrc~urrll I Jr~ipn, 1'188. .Aci~clemy Editions. :\ndr~:a- (:. Papatlnli-. ctlitor. 
pp. 52. The original Kri~:r/Ei.r~w~nrr ir~reniw was publizhvd in 5!iylint=, 
Fe11r1r;rn; 1083. p p .  1;'-10. 


